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Testing 
 

It is important to test your database queries to ensure the expected output matches the 
actual output. Below is an example of how we should test a database: 

Consider the Customer table shown below. 

 

Query testing  
 
A query is required to display the full name and town of all customers who live in Gourock.  
The details should be listed in alphabetical order of customer surname.  
 

 

This table shows the output predicted from the query. 

 

 

 
Actual output  
This is the output from the query used to perform the task. 

 

Comparing the answer table with the predicted output, it is 
possible to evaluate the query.  
 

The query output is accurate because it displays details of the three customers who live in 
Gourock however it does not display the correct fields so it is not fit for purpose.  

Expected output  
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Evaluation 

When evaluating a completed database system, there are two aspects to consider: 

 

• Fitness for purpose 
 

• Accuracy of output 

 

Fitness for purpose 
 

This is concerned with reviewing whether or not the completed solution carries out all of 
the functional requirements identified in the initial analysis. 

If the solution does not do everything it was supposed to do (and that the user requires) 
then it is not fit for purpose. 

 

 

Accuracy of Output 
 

If the SQL queries do not produce the correct results then the database is unreliable. This 
prevents the database from being an effective and trustworthy system.  

It is vital that thorough testing of SQL queries is carried out to ensure that they produce 
accurate output every time.  

 


